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G r e a t oaka f rom l i tt le acorns grow, i a a f ami l i a r t r u i a m ; 
but conaidering the great number of acorns that f a l l , v e r y few, 
we must admit , ever become great oaka. So it ia in the 
r e a l m of human growth and maturity - only a few attain the 
stature of greatness . Of these few, our D r . Otto F . L i n n i a one. 

B o r n June 27, 1887, in a smal l town some mi les east o f L i b e r a l , 
K a n s a s , he grew up a studious and serious minded youth. Though an 
av id student he also took a keen interest in athletics and was on his 
school 's f i r s t s t r ing football team. While yet a high school boy he 
gave his heart to C h r i s t and dedicated his future to the work of the 
Kingdom of God. He teUs of how as a teen age lad he pract i ced 
preaching out in the pasture to the animal creatures standing about. 

Not long after his graduation from high school, he went to Anderson 
and l ived in the Gospel Trumpet Home sharing in the work and the 
tra ining opportunities of that day. He began his actioal preaching m i n i s ­
t r y at about twenty years of age and was ordained five y e a r s l a t e r in 
1912. He was associated with the work in the Bronx, New Y o r k C i t y , 
with such pioneers as D , 0 . Teasley and G , P . T a s k e r . Some of h i s 
v e r y ear ly pastorates were in the towns of Anthony and C a l d w e l l , K a n ­
s a s , and Dacoma, Oklahoma. He did miss ionary work i n D e n m a r k and 
Sweden for two o r three years in the middle 1920's. He eras m a r r i e d 
to J u l i a Landel l June 23, 1928. 

Fee l ing a great need for formal education i f he were to continue in 
the great work of the minis try . Otto L i n n entered P h i l l i p s U n i v e r s i t y 
where he completed work for his baccalaureate and m a s t e r ' s degrees . 
Dur ing the 1930's he earned his P h . D . in New Testament at the U n i ­
v e r s i t y of Chicago, taught four years at Anderson College, and began 
h i s s ix y e a r s pastorate at Dundalk, Maryland, and at the same t ime 
worked with the group of scholars on the Revised Standard V e r s i o n of . 
the B i b l e . In 1942 he was invited by D r . G r a y to become Dean of 
P a c i f i c B ib l e College, and served in that capacity until 1956 when he 
became so af f l icted by the inroads of Park insons Disease that he was 

' f o r c e d to r e t i r e . 

Marked academic progress was made by the college dur ing h i s 
admin is t rat ion . The college was approved by the State Department of 
Educat ion for the granting of the Bache lor of A r t s and B a c h e l o r of 
Theology degrees ; by the Veterans Administrat ion for the education of 
ve terans ; and by the Department of Jus t i ce for the admiss ion of foreign 
students. The l i b r a r y , under his guidance, was increased f r o m a few 
hundred books housed in what i s now I r m a Mouser 's office, to more 
than 10,000 vo lumes , moved by "operation booklift" i n October of 1954, 
f r o m the t h i r d f loor of the administration building to the beautiful 
s tructure which bears his name. 

No more meaningful commentary could be made of the greatness 
and stature of Otto F . l - i r m than s imply to point out, on the w a l l of 
the l i b r a r y lobby, the line of scr ipture chosen by h im to be c a r v e d 
i n the marb le panel : "Whoever would be great among you m u s t be 
your servant , and whoever would be f i r s t among you must be your 
• l a v e . " 


